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Hardscape and Accessibility

Of the approximately 21.5 acres that make up the TL+CCC
cmpus, over 15 acres are Impervious surfaces, with
approximately 12 acres of hardscape and 3 acres of bulldings.
Parking lots and other asphak make up the majority of the
Impervicus surface, with approximately S.5 acres, or Jimost
45% of the site, dedicated primarily to vehicular pavement. The
hardscape areas surrounding the Tempe Pubiic Library buliding
are about 1.5 acres of the overall site, with the majority of the
remaining hardscape comprising the outooor spaces, elevated
terraces and uncer-utiized areas that surround the Tempe
History Museum, Pyle Adult Recreation Area, and Eana Vinel
Center.

The general distribution and composition of hardscape areas Is
Bustrated in the agjacent Ngure. in adition to common asphait
and concrete, there are 3 number of decorative paving types on
the campus. The majority of decorative paving OCcurs around
the library or within the Frank and Nancy Plencner Plaza.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) routes are iso identined
on the Ngure, with known accessibllity issues marked 10 help
guide cecisions regarcing future Improvement needs. The
most common accessibility Issues Include existing paving that
Is being heaved by trees or other subsurface liing with more
than 1/2" elevation difference Detween surfaces, and crosswalks
that lead to curbs without curb ramps. In acaltion, many of
the existing curd ramp styles are non-compiiant with current
standards, often due to excessive Cross of longituainal siope

1t Is 2iso worth noting that the outdoor spaces assoclated with
the various buligings on the campus 1k accessibiiity from
outside. This may be due to stair-only access being provided,
or access to the plaza space requiring all potential users enter
through the buliding frst.
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Features and Site Furnishings

The diversity of avallable activities and uses at the TL+CCC s
also reNacted In the varety of ske features found throughout
the campus. The adjacent lllustration captures the distribution
and variety of site furnishings and features present.

The TL+CCC s home 1o six parmanent art pleces, the majority
of which are signincant features, such as the Tited Landscape,
which Is composed of the Large ralsed square stone art plece In
front of the library buliding and four long artistic walls found
around campus. Free Parking, the painted Sike Locker, and Desert
Shards are art pleces that aiso provide a function, such as bike
security and sheiter. The six panels of Looking Through the Past
mingle with the more pragmatic regulatory signage types that
are proincally scattered over the site.

Practical site furnishings and features Inciuce a variety of bench
types, picnic tables, outdoor drinking fountains, electronic
vehicie charging stations, two designated free speach zones,
ralsed planters, newspaper stands, and 2 public recycling
collection point of muitiple biue bins where Tempe reskients
can bring a variety of recyclable matertais.

Art Features Bike Racks
Bicycie Locker & U-RackLoops
Desert Shords &) Granadger style
Free Farking & Antplece
Looking Thiough the Fast O Bika locker
TiNed Landscape
Window to the Past
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Site Lighting

Site lighting on the TL+CCC was nventorled by fixture type
and location, Mustrated In the figure at right. Vehicle orented
Bgnting Is reasonably distributed throughout the primary
circutation routes of the campus, a5 Is the pedestrian Bghting In
the Frank and NJO(YPEO(DH‘ Plaza Other areas of the Qmpus,
such as the recessed counys'ﬁx street frontage terraces, and
pacestrian loop pathway, have fimited Bighting, which cousd
be improved 1o provide better s.'ne('y a8 well as discourage
undesirable use of those areas.

The styles of lighting fixtures used appear to reflect different
periods of improvement and repalr projects. For example,
the iighting Inventory identiNed three different pole lighting
types. The first appears to have been orginal to the parking
lot construction (Pole light - Type 1), while the other two types
appear to have been aaded with the xeriscape Improvemants
In and around the Frank and Nancy Piencner Plaza (Pole light
- Type 2) and 1o distinguish the front entrance to the Tempe
Public Library bulicing (Pole Bight - Type 3). The solar shade
canopies in the parking lots also Include 3 signincant number
of Bghts.
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Tree Conditions and Landscape Types

The existing trees at the TL+CCC were inventoried using the
Arzona Tree Map |-Tree Inventory tool whikh InCludes the
assessment of tree species, distribution, size, and heaith, and
also aliows for estimates of the benefts provided by the urban
forest. Appendix Alncludes locations and distribution by species
of the nearly 400 inventoried trees. The Nve tree species that
make up more than two-thirds of the total trees on campus are
Evergreen Ash, African Sumac, Oiive, Afghan Pine, and Mexican
Fan Paim.

This information was used 1o heip identify the general health
of the urban forest at the TL+CCC, which Is llustrated In the
adjacent Ngure. As can be saen In the Nigure, the majority of the
trees on the campus are relatively heaithy, with either a2 good
or fair tree conaition rating. Howeves, It Is also noted that many
of these trees are very mature and, while considered heaithy,
may be closer to the end of thelr heaithy life span. These mature
trees may soon decine In heaith rather than mature Into larger,
haaithier trees, however, their value as mature trees Is certainly
anasset to Invest In for their continued heaith wherever possibie.

This lllustration ais0 shows the general distribution of turf,
xeriscape In rock muich areas, and raised planters.

The majority of understory plant materiais are past their prime,
with evidence that much of the original plantings have likely
reached maturity, cled, and have not been replaced with new
material. Plantings under the new solr shade canopies have
either been removed of, due 10 the species not being shade
tolerant, are In decline.
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Guiding Principles

Cultivate Collective Action

Expand Shade to Maximize
Urban Cooling

Improve Walkability Equitably
Support Biodiversity & Habitat
Use Resources Wisely
Enhance Property Values
Promote a Healthy Community

Enhance Community
Beautification & Livability

Right Tree, Right Place

URBAN FORESI.



URBAN FOREST



https://watershedmg.org/

Q Medical Care 10%

Genetics 20%

Our Surroundings 20%

ENVIRONMENT 20%

Healthy Behaviors 50%



GREEN INFRASTRUCTUREI.
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTUREI.

Environmental Benefits




This Sidewalk Garden: §

uses low-maintenance plants se-
lected to thrive in this microclimate

captures rainwater to replenish
aquifers and reduce overflow of
our storm/sewer system

% increases habitat for birds and
pollinating insects

® was created by FUF, with commu-
nity volunteers, using a Sidewalk
Landscaping Permit from SFDPW |

Funding support
providad by the
San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission

www.fuf.net * 415.561-6890




PLACEMAKING I.







KIDS PLAYI.




OPPORTUNITIES I.

 INTEGRATE ‘PARK-LIKE’
OPTIONS IN OPEN SPACE

« MAXIMIZE SHADE

* COLLECT RUNOFF WATER
« REDUCE HARDSCAPE

- REDUCE HEAT
 IMPROVE WAYFINDING

« CONNECT WITH NATURE

« CREATE A GREAT PLACE




SCHEDULEI
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Parks Planning & Open Space
City of Tempe
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